
Kenilworth Greenway through Burton Green

What are early works?

Early - or enabling - works are carried out by LM – a joint venture between Laing O’Rourke 
and J. Murphy & Sons. LM’s works include vegetation clearance, archaeological surveys and 
environmental mitigation works to create HS2’s vision for a green corridor along the route. 
Early works prepare the route for the main contractor, Balfour Beatty Vinci (BBV), to 
construct the railway alignment, such as bridges, cuttings and embankments with main 
works expected to begin in some areas next year. 

When will work begin?

Vegetation clearance and some tree planting around Crackley Lane, Kenilworth, began as 
part of early works in the summer. Further vegetation clearance will continue in the next 
few weeks to allow construction of the haul route to begin in November. Construction of the 
temporary greenway between Burton Green and Berkswell station is set to start at the same 
time. We expect to complete both by the middle of next year.

Why are you building a temporary greenway?

The route of HS2 will pass beneath Cromwell Lane through a ‘cut and cover’ tunnel in 
Burton Green and then continue north along the line of the old railway as far as Berkswell 
station. This means that a temporary greenway will be required - though only for the 
duration of the construction. It will cross over Red Lane next to the entrance to the new 
village hall and over Cromwell Lane. The diverted greenway then follows a route along the 
edges of fields, crossing Waste Lane and finishing at Berkswell station. 

Once construction of HS2 between Burton Green and Berkswell station is complete, then the 
greenway will be moved to run alongside the high speed track and the temporary greenway 
will be removed. 

What is a haul route?

A haul route is a temporary ‘roadway’ constructed from compacted hard-core for the 
movement of materials and vehicles. It will be used by HS2 contractors only, to deliver 
materials and equipment to site. Where necessary it will also be used to remove soil for use 
along other parts of the route. Confining as much of our movements as possible along the 
haul route.

Haul Routes are private road/routes within the construction area that are used to move 
people, plant, equipment, excavated materials and new material around the site and on or 
off it. Haul routes are our preferred routes as they avoid interfering with the road network 



and we are working to make the greatest possible use of them. Many haul routes will have 
been referred to in the Environmental Statement rainbow maps.

Haul routes require structures to be created first in order for them to be effective. Our 
planning reflects this requirement.

Where haul routes cross bridleways and public footpaths controls will be put in place to 
ensure public safety.

Delivery Routes are the permitted public road routes we use to bring materials, etc. to 
sites and compounds and to remove surplus material from the construction area. Traffic 
Management Plans are developed and approved with Local Authorities for delivery routes. 
These routes will have been identified in the Environmental Statement rainbow maps. It will 
always be necessary for the road network to be used to allow materials and equipment to 
be delivered to sites and compounds.

Until haul routes within the construction area can be established delivery routes and the 
road network will be used.

Will the Burton Green haul route follow the same path as the Kenilworth 
greenway?

No. The haul route will be constructed along the main railway alignment from the A429 
Coventry road and continue north as far as Burton Green. This means that the greenway will 
remain open for use by everyone as usual. 

What if I need to cross the haul route?

All crossings of the haul route, such as Connect 2 between Kenilworth and Warwick 
University, will be carefully managed to allow them to remain open to the public throughout 
HS2 construction works. All crossings will be carefully managed with controls put in place to 
always ensure public safety along bridleways and public footpaths.



Archaeological finds:

Current archaeological works are based on known areas of interest. EWC and MWCC work to 
an HS2 Limited protocol on how to deal with unforeseen finds. This is long-standing practice 
in the construction industry.

Key Design Elements:

The Balsall Common Viaduct and River Blyth Viaducts are Key Design Elements. That means 
HS2 Limited and Balfour Beatty VINCI will be running public exhibitions about them at which 
public feedback will be sought. The first step in this process will be working with the Parish 
Council to get input to the exhibition development.

Public Rights of Way:

The Environmental Statements set out the responsibilities that Balfour Beatty VINCI has with 
respect to PROW. These requirements and the maintenance of them form part of the 
construction planning process; as the construction time frame approaches the detail 
associated with each PROW will be explained to the local community.

Alternative Haul Route via Truggist Hill Farm Accommodation Bridge

Examination of the Parish council proposal identified that safe operation across the 
accommodation bridge (width, integrity, access, turning) represents an unacceptable risk.

Safe operations would require a restriction in vehicle size that would have a detrimental 
impact on programme – in effect increasing duration. 

Land restrictions near Bailey Brook also mean that the operations on the route would be 
single track, again impacting on programme – a risk to extending works. To address this risk 
additional land would be needed outside Act powers and flood compensation areas would 
also be needed.

Balfour Beatty VINCI are exploring alternative proposals for delivery and haul routes to 
reduce traffic impacts through Balsall Common. These are only proposals and will require 
both land owner permission and planning consent. In all circumstances traffic management 
plans will also need to be approved by Solihull MBC.


